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Fuel capacity was increased by 26 gallons, with a new 13 gal. tank fitted into 

the leading edge of each wing. The engine was a Griffon 65 [above] or Griffon 

66 which gave a top speed of 438 m.p.h. at 24,500 feet, or 400 m.p.h. at 2,000 

ft. They were assigned to the 2
nd

 Tactical Air Force and were being flown by 

six squadrons in late December 1944. The new Spitfire had many 

modifications the Canadians would have to adjust to in the next two weeks. 

 

#1 - The Griffon 66 engine powered a five blade Rotol propeller. #2 – It had a 

cut-down rear fuselage and bubble canopy. #3 – Had extra 31-gallon fuel tank 

behind cockpit. #4 – Increased tail fin for control and #5 – larger tail rudder. 

#6 – Clipped “e” wings. #7 – Two larger under wing air-cooler radiators. #8 – 

F.24 oblique camera in fuselage. #9 – Anti-balance trim tabs on the tail wing 

rudders. 
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Gordon Hill flew his first Mk. XIVE Spitfire, MJ245, DN-Q on 24 September 

1945, the flight lasted 30 minutes. This flight almost ended before it began, 

with his fighter veering left off the runway. Gordon has never revealed this 

private story until now, and he explains. 

The Spitfire Mk. XVI was powered by a Merlin 266 [same as Merlin 66] built 

by Packard in the United States of America. The airscrew drive was clockwise 

or what the British called “Right Hand Tractor” with Rotal constant speed 

four blade propellers and 1,315 H.P. for take-off. Pilot Hill explains that 

before take-off, he would set the tail trim tab to the right to off-set the force of 

the propellers.  

On 24 September, as he prepared for take-off, he set the tail trim tab to the 

right, and then began his take-off. The Spitfire suddenly veered to the left and 

almost left the runway surface. Gordon stopped and at once realized what he 

had done wrong. The new Spitfire XIVE was powered by the British made 

Rolls-Royce Griffon 66 and the airscrew drive was counter clock-wise or “Left 

Hand Tractor.” This new Spitfire had five Rotol propellers and 2,200 H.P. for 

take-off. Gordon placed the tail trim tab in the correct left-hand position, and 

took off with ease.  
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The RCAF ground crew recovery team arrives on scene.
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When pilot Gordon Hill arrived at No. 133 Boundary Bay, B.C., he would 

serve and fly under command of G/C McGregor. McGregor returned to 

England on 23 February 1944, spending four months at H.Q. No. 83 Group, 

and in mid-July was given command of No. 126 [RCAF] Wing. He earned the 

title of the oldest Canadian fighter pilot to see action over Germany in WWII.  

On 28 March 1945, he flew his last operation and destroyed a German 

locomotive. On 17 September 1945, McGregor would leave No. 126 Wing and 

returned to Canada, 21 October 1945, released from the RCAF on 27 

November 1945.  

In late September 1945, a special going away Mess dinner was held at B.174, 

Uetersen, Germany, and Gordon Hill attended this dinner. The honorary 

dinner was held in an ex-Luftwaffe Officers Mess building and the staff were 

all German civilian cooks and staff, under direction of the RCAF. Seven 

months earlier they were serving German Air Force Officers in the same 

Luftwaffe Mess.  
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A toast to Group Capt. McGregor. 
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Pilot Hill explains another story for the very first time. The No. 416 pilots 

began to experience engine problems with the new 150 octane fuel, and 

Gordon kept a list, which surpassed 30 engines that cut-out when RPMs were 

increased. The problem was reported, and pilots were given instructions to 

slowly [open the throttle] increasing engine RPMs for every four minutes of 

flight, to clear the engines. The problem continued and the Americans were 

also affected, experiencing the same engine problems. A test was conducted 

and the American Command reported to the RAF, the fuel was not 

satisfactory for aircraft use, it was full of impurities. Were German civilians 

causing this problem? 

When the engine in a Spitfire fighter quit, the pilot had two choices, if high 

enough he could jump, or make a crash landing straight ahead.  

On 9 November 1945, F/O A. K. Price was taking off on a normal training 

flight, when his engine quit at 500 feet, and he was killed in the crash landing. 

On 28 November 1945, P/O Ken Williams lost an engine in Spitfire NH832 

and made a crash landing, receiving minor injuries. Gordon Hill recalls his 

fellow pilots believed both engine failures were caused by bad fuel, which 

never appears in official RCAF cause of accident reports.   
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A close-up reveals the under wing markings, which appear to read “HQ 664” 

and the history comes to life for an almost forgotten Canadian Army/RCAF 
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Adolf Hitler and the Second World War, gave the aircraft a huge boost in 

production and aviation history was made. By May 1945, 569 Mk. I, II, and 

III aircraft were constructed, with the British de Havilland Gipsy Major I 

engine, powering the last 467 Mk. III aircraft. 
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Mk. Vs were manufactured with the American compact 130 h. p. Lycoming 

O-290-3 aircraft engine. Canadian Army pilots, in the Royal Canadian 

Artillery would fly these last two production models, which were administered 

and serviced by the RCAF in Europe, under control of the First Canadian 

Army. 

In early September 1941, the Canadian Army saw the advantage to the Auster 

aircraft and sent three Canadian Army Artillery Officers on a British Air 

Observation Post course. After nine months training, the Canadian Army 

Senior Officers changed their mind and sent orders there would be no 

Canadian Air Observation Post, and the three Army pilots were posted to 

units of the British A.O.P. During the Italian campaign, these same senior 

high command officers realized the British Air Observation Squadrons were 

now a most important part of the modern fighting Army. In June 1944, the 

Senior Command of the Canadian Army, recommended to the Canadian War 

Cabinet, the forming of three Canadian Air Observation Post squadrons, in 

the Royal Canadian Artillery. In short, this was approved and the first 

squadron, No. 664 [RCAF] Air Observer Post was mobilized on 1 December 

1944. It came into effect on 9 December 1944, at RAF Station Andover, Hants, 

England, under No. 70 Group, RAF Fighter Command, No. 43 Operational 

Training Unit. They trained in the Auster Mk. IV and Mk. V aircraft, and 

were sent to the continent at Tilburg, Netherlands, on 23 March 1945, under 

operational control of the First Canadian Army. Although the pilots and 

spotters were members of the Royal Canadian Artillery, they were 

administered and serviced by any local RCAF unit. They flew their first 

operation on 29 March 1945, Capt. G. M. Henderson in Auster Mk. V, serial 

RT564. The last operation was flown on 5 May 1945, Auster Mk. V, serial 



RT515, pilot Capt. D. G. Rouse. They should have had the motto – “Too 

Little, Too Late” but now they would soon become the male play-toy for 

Senior Army Military Officers in Europe. A total waste of taxpayer money, 

the RCAF continued to form two more Air Observation Squadrons, No. 665, 

on 22 January 1945, and No. 666, on 5 March 1945. Each squadron flew 

sixteen Auster Mk. IV and MK. V aircraft, which means 48 Auster unofficial 

“Taxi” cabs were flying Army Officers around England, and Europe. Those 

were the days. 

Soon after the end to hostilities in Europe, 8 May 1945, No. 664 Air Observer 

Post Squadron was reduced to a full-time Senior Canadian Army Officer 

priority taxi service, from base to base over Europe. When you read the Daily 

Operations Diary, it records the Auster aircraft like a flea on a lawn, jumping 

all around to Paris, London, and back again to Europe. Good times for all and 

flying first class for free, until they were disbanded at Apeldoorn, 

Netherlands, 1 June 1946.  

Pilot Gordon Hill captured the Auster at B.174, Germany, possibly landing 

for fuel, to drop off a senior officer, or minor engine problems. It appears two 

mechanics are working on the aircraft Lycoming engine.  
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F/O Gordon Hill made his last flight in a Spitfire XIV on 20 December 1945, 

he had a grand total of 940 hours, and 35 minutes, flying time, mostly in 

Spitfires and Hurricanes.  

 



 

 



 

4 January 1946, Gordon is going home to Canada.4 January 1946, Gordon is going home to Canada. 

 



 



Gordon Hill was sent to the RCAF Release Deport in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 

and met up with an old High School friend who was graduating from the 

University of Manitoba. Gordon became her escort for the evening, and had 

his photo taken after the dinner. The other males at his 

past four years studying at University, while Gordon was flying around the 

world, fighting for Canada. I wonder if they had any idea what he had seen 

and done for them. 
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